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Series Editor’s Preface

The Carolina Academic Press African World Series, inaugurated in 2010, of-
fers significant new works in the field of African and Black World studies. The
series provides scholarly and educational texts that can serve both as reference
works and as readers in college classes.

Studies in the series are anchored in the existing humanistic and the social
scientific traditions. Their goal, however, is the identification and elaboration
of the strategic place of Africa and its Diaspora in a shifting global world. More
specifically, the studies will address gaps and larger needs in the developing
scholarship on Africa and the Black World.

The series intends to fill gaps in areas such as African politics, history, law,
religion, culture, sociology, literature, philosophy, visual arts, art history, ge-
ography, language, health, and social welfare. Given the complex nature of
Africa and its Diaspora, and the constantly shifting perspectives prompted by
globalization, the series also meets a vital need for scholarship connecting
knowledge with events and practices. Reflecting the fact that life in Africa con-
tinues to change, especially in the political arena, the series explores issues em-
anating from racial and ethnic identities, particularly those connected with
the ongoing mobilization of ethnic minorities for inclusion and representa-
tion.

Toyin Falola
University of Texas at Austin
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Author’s Preface

Nigerian history has grown, but its historiography is still rooted in colonial
and neocolonial ideologies. In spite of the apparent advances and achievements
of past and current researchers, studies and writings on Nigerian history, there
is still room for improvement in the conception of class and in class analysis.
The collapse of the former Soviet Union and the triumph of capitalism as a global
mode of production, no doubt, caused a set back for Marxist class analysis both
as an academic endeavour and a practical strategy for development. However, the
capitalist world still faces class and other related problems that characterise  class-
 based societies. Thus, if Nigeria is to make any meaningful progress, an under-
standing and resolution of the class character of the state is important.

Nigeria is a neocolonial society, and the dominant ideas and explanations
offered about its history dialectically reflect its neocolonial status. Admittedly,
Nigerian historians and academics, in general have, to their credit, moved away
from the preoccupation of proving that Nigeria had a  history— a history ca-
pable of and one that is worth  in- depth scholarly study— to a  pre- occupation
of studying history for nation building.1 But the nation which is to be built,
however, retains most of the  socio- economic structures, institutions and classes
which colonial capitalism created. Indeed, the dominant concept of development
in Nigeria is one that is dedicated to a consolidation, expansion and advance-
ment of these structures, institutions and classes. Inevitably, this concept of de-
velopment also retains the contradictions and conflicts of a neocolonial social
formation. For no system of justice can justly defend a situation where only 5%
of its population enjoy over 90% of its total wealth while 95% of the popula-
tion share the remaining 10% of the wealth of the nation which their collective
labor has created in the first instance.2 Karl Marx had predicted that the ap-
parent contradictions pregnant in capitalist societies and the social conflict aris-
ing from them would lead to upheavals in which the toiling masses would
violently and, with justification, overthrow the oppressive bourgeois ruling
classes and usher in a new concept of development and era in history. The cur-
rent triumph of capitalism seems to diminish the prospects of a socialist revo-
lution of the kind Marx proposed, in the immediate present, but his thesis that
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 class- infested and unjust societies are  conflict- prone remains valid as far the
neocolonial experience of Nigeria, and Africa in general, is concerned.

A historical analysis based on the class concept has the potency of exposing
these contradictions in favour of the Nigerian working class. Unfortunately,
many Nigerian professional historians and scholars, who are petty bourgeois
and, therefore, beneficiaries of the neocolonial situation, are caught up in this
contradiction. They fear to adapt Marxism and class analysis because the log-
ical consequences of such an approach inevitably lead to committing a class
suicide and giving up the status quo. In the final analysis, we must emphasise,
history is a study of change for change. The historian may either take sides
with history or betray it, but there is no middle course. 

Therefore, this book, which employes the Marxist concept of history and fo-
cuses on class formation and politics on the Jos Plateau region, is a modest at-
tempt to contribute, not only to the study and writing of Nigerian history in
general, but also to an exposition of the fundamental and less fundamental
contradictions of that society, its contending classes and, through the aware-
ness arising from this exposition, to the making of history.

The concept of class and class struggles is central to the Marxist philosophy
of history and the scientific methodology which logically developed from this
philosophy. Classes3 are contradictory relations. They are relations of power and
appropriation and, therefore, relations of antagonism and conflict. Class re-
lations are therefore relations of material existence and politics. It is for this rea-
son that class struggles have been the motive force of history ever since the
emergence of organized society.

Classes are created in the process of social and material production due,
principally, to the inevitable interdependence of the factor and forces of pro-
duction and the division of labor which necessarily accompanies social and
material production itself.  Men— individuals, groups and communities—must
produce the material basis on which they live and reproduce themselves. In
the course of doing this, they inevitably enter into definite relationships with
nature and with themselves, independent of their will,  because no one can
produce, by himself alone, everything on which he lives and which he needs.4

This is the essential basis for the development of division of labor which car-
ries with it,  the role and value of people’s inputs to social production and,
therefore, the portion of the proceeds of social produce, so created which they
get in return. Depending on the level of technology, the specific historical cir-
cumstance, and the nature of labor applied, these processes lead to social dif-
ferentiation of the members of the society and which, in due course, become
consolidated into socioeconomic differentiation thereby creating class differ-
ences. For those who have been favoured by the long process of social pro-
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duction and the inherent division of labor in it, eventually, emerge as the ben-
eficiaries, defenders and perpetrators of such a mode of production. They be-
come its ruling classes.

But these very same long processes and conditions which led to the devel-
opment and emergence of the beneficiaries and the ruling classes of the mode
of production ipso facto produced those who have been exploited, oppressed
and, therefore, striving to upturn the mode of production in their own favour.
They are the ones who yearn for change and, therefore, the movers of history.
For it is the contradiction between those who enjoy and perpetrate a given
mode of production on the one hand, and those who dislike it and want to
change it (because it exploits and oppresses them) on the other, which pro-
duces the fundamental social conflict of all precapitalist and capitalist social
formations in history.

Of course, the processes involved are complex and, depending on other
variables (such as the specific historical conditions, geography, etc.), vary from
one society to the other. Nor is the division and antagonism between the rulers
and the ruled always so clear and  self- evident. For on either side, there exist
different strands as well as subclasses which tend to blur the basic class divi-
sions. Hence, we talk of ruling classes and the oppressed classes. History is,
thus, a struggle of these oppressed individuals and groups (classes) to better
their living conditions against their oppressors who, in turn, struggle strenu-
ously to defend and maintain the status quo which benefits them. This is the
essence of class struggle whether in a slave society, a feudal or a capitalist one.
Politics is the practical form which the struggles of these classes take. There-
fore, any study which seeks to discover the fundamental parameters of a given
political process must identify and penetrate the competing classes and the in-
terests which they represent at the level of social production and the relations
of production of the polity in question.

Bourgeois historians and scholars in Africa acknowledge the importance of
the Marxist methodology over empiricism but complain that the former is
‘ideological.’ Historically, Marxism has proved its case, both, as a mode of in-
quiry and as a theory of changing society. The histories of the former USSR,
China, Cuba, Mozambique and other countries of the world attest to this. The
failure of socialism in these countries is not essentially the failure of Marxism
but the failure of those implementing it on behalf of society. Bourgeois schol-
arship is out to defend capitalism from the right. Consequently, bourgeois
scholars also study Marxism, but they do so by misinterpreting its key con-
cepts in an attempt to show that Marxism cannot apply in certain places or
under certain conditions. Thus, it is often either argued that African societies
had no classes and, therefore, no history or, even more subtly, that African
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 socio- economic formations defy Marxist analysis because Marxism, it is al-
leged, arose from the study of European societies and conditions, which ei-
ther differ or do not exist in Africa and, therefore, cannot apply to Africa.
Moreover, the collapse of the former USSR and Yugoslavia, and the subse-
quent adoption of market reforms by China and Eastern Europe, are seen as
clear testimonies of the unworkability of Marxist principles. As an idea, how-
ever, Marxism is not dead and cannot die.

Thus,  neo- empiricist views can only apply to the unimaginative historian who
remains at the level of eclectic reproduction of categories and forms without em-
ploying the creative  Marxist- Leninist approach. For all human societies whether
Asian, African, American or European engage in social and materiel production
and reproduction. Thus, while the forms which these take may vary from one area
to another due to geographical and other environmental factors, giving rise to spe-
cific historical developments for the societies concerned, the existential produc-
tion links and the institutions and classes which are bound to be created in the
process of social and material production still remain the focal point of all Marx-
ist inquiry. Indeed, the discovery of these variations is a  pre- requisite for un-
dertaking any meaningful revolutionary struggle for the societies in question.

We must emphasise that the task of the Marxist historian is to painstakingly
search for empirical data, scrutinise, penetrate and interpret this data in the light
of the production process, the division of labor and the resultant social rela-
tions of production, legal and  non- legal, of the particular society under ex-
amination at any given point in time. It is not a search for the existence or
otherwise of preconceived stereotypes and categories which Karl Marx’s study
discovered and labeled many years ago. For such an exercise is bound to be
futile because it is a historic by denying the historical peculiarities of human
societies and development and, thus, failing to recognise the historicity of such
societies or even to come to grips with the basic fact of unequal development,
not only, between and within regions but spheres at the global level. This study
of the Plateau Province has therefore been undertaken and conducted from
the creative  Marxist- Leninist approach.

The book itself is organised into six main chapters. Chapter One discusses
the  socio- economic formations of the Plateau region on the eve of colonial
conquest as an attempt to bring out the class structure of the region against which
colonial capitalism grafted its institutions of social control and economic ex-
ploitation of the area. Chapter Two deals with the conquest of the Jos Plateau
region, the deformation of the  pre- colonial class structure which was discussed
in Chapter One and the establishment of colonial institution of social control
and economic exploitation namely, the Native Authority system, colonial ed-
ucation and the Christian missions and the churches which they founded. It
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is further argued that these institutions themselves served as agents of class
formation. Chapter Three discusses the colonial economy, the raison d’etre for
the establishment of colonial rule. It identifies and critically examines the key
sectors of the colonial economy not only to demonstrate the peculiar nature
of economic exploitation in this region, but also to show how the use of African
agents in the process of economic exploitation itself was an important agent
of class formation.

Chapter Four ties together the existential link between the colonial institu-
tions of social control (examined in Chapter Two) and those of economic ex-
ploitation (examined in Chapter Three) and brings out a comprehensive and
vivid picture of the colonial state and society by identifying and discussing the major
 socio- economic classes within it, which formed the basis for its politics. This is
followed by Chapter Five which examines class relations in the Plateau Province
against the backdrop of the wider colonial setting of the Northern Region of Nige-
ria in which the Plateau Province formed only a small part. It also examines the
subjective forces within this setting all of which cumulatively gave rise to the dom-
inance of a Plateau petty bourgeois class and the petty bourgeois politics pecu-
liar to that province. The last chapter then exposes the class essence of petty
bourgeois politics in the Plateau Province, in spite of mystifications to the con-
trary, and demonstrates the political opportunism of its emergent ruling classes
and how they consolidated their position and perpetuated their dominance over
the mass of the working peoples of the Plateau Province up to independence.

As it is self-evident in the text, the book draws its main body of data from
oral and archival sources as well as field observations of some of the major
scenes of the historical activity under examination. The bulk of the fieldwork
was conducted between May and December 1979, but subsequent field trips were
also undertaken as the work progressed. As for the archival material, the bulk
of it comes from the National Archives Kaduna. These are, however, supple-
mented with documents from the former Native Authority headquarters (specifi-
cally those of Jos, Pankshin and Shendam), the Ministry of Local Government
in Jos, the Jos National Museum and the Documents Sections of the Kashim
Ibrahim Library of A. B. U., which contains an array of documents ranging from
the provincial gazetteers,  statistical digests to parliamentary mansards and
newspapers from the colonial period.

Notes
1. See I. A. Akinjogbin, “History and Nation Building,” Inaugural Lecture University of

Ife, 22nd November 1977; K. O. Dike, “African History Twenty Five Years Ago And Today,”
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Keynote Address: Nigerian Historical Society Silver Jubilee, 29th September 1980, Ibadan; A.
E. Afigbo, “Some Thoughts on the Teaching of History in Nigeria” (occasion not indicated);
C. Ifemesia, “Current Demands of African Historiography: The Igbo Example,” Paper Pre-
sented at the Silver Jubilee Anniversary of the Historical Society of Nigeria, Ibadan, 26th
 September–3rd October 1980; E. A. Ayandele, “The Task Before Nigerian Historians Today,”
Keynote Address: Annual Conference of the Historical Society of Nigeria, Calabar, 5th April
1979; A. J. Temu and B. Swai, “History for Development,” Paper presented at the Nigerian
Political Science Conference. Kano,  13th– 15th April, 1981.

2. This is a hypothetical description which reflects the Nigerian reality.
3. Lenin’s definition of the social class remains the most widely accepted and used. Ac-

cording to Lenin classes are: Large groups of people differing from each other by the place
they occupy in a historically defined system of production, by their relations (in some cases
fixed and formulated in law) to the means of production; by their role in the social organ-
isation of labor, and, consequently by the dimensions and modes of acquiring the share of
social wealth which they dispose. V. I. Lenin, Collected Works. Vol. 29 (Moscow, 1977), p.
421.

4. K. Marx. and F. Engels, Selected Works Vol. 1 (Moscow, 1977), pp.  16– 80; but see,
in particular, K. Marx, “Contribution the Critique of Political Economy” in K. Marx and
F. Engels,  Pre- Capitalist  Socio- Economic Formations (Moscow, 1979), pp.  137– 138.
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ing Class.” The call for the publication of the thesis has been accentuated, no
doubt, by the current spade of ethno-religious violent conflicts in the present
Plateau State of Nigeria, which largely corresponds to the Plateau Province of
the colonial period. Most colleagues genuinely believe that its publication will
help to throw light on the genesis of a number of serious contemporary socio-
economic, political, religious, ethnic and administrative challenges that the
present Plateau State is facing and will thereby, hopefully, help managers of
the state system, at both state and federal levels, handle the challenges in a fair
and just manner for the good of all.

Yet, it is important to remark that political actors in history have not al-
ways shown respect for history or historical facts. Some have worked hard to
vitiate it in pursuit of their own personal group agenda. Sometimes they suc-
ceed; most times they fail. History has very few examples, if any, of historical
actors who have deliberately battled against the tide of history with success.
With this caveat, I join my fellow compatriots in hoping that the publication
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The thesis from which the book is derived was conceptualized and prose-
cuted within the intellectual rubric of the then emergent “A. B. U. School of
History” or the “Zaria School” as distinct from the dominant “Ibadan School”
prevalent throughout History Departments in Nigerian universities at the time.
The acronym, A. B. U., stood for Ahmadu Bello University located in Zaria.
The so-called “A. B. U. School” or “Zaria School” was supposed to have an ide-
ological tilt toward Marxist historiography while the “Ibadan School” was sup-
posed to be “Africanist, bourgeois empiricist” in orientation. These were popular
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intellectual labels or images of the 1970s and early 1980s that the History De-
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base of the Marxists, there were intellectual giants in the mould of the Ibadan
school while at Ibadan, individual Marxists were also found. This was a good
intellectual development since the co-existence of contending schools did en-
courage the battle of ideas. I have raised this issue here because, in revising
the thesis for the publication of this book, I have not changed its orientation.
It is still firmly located within the Marxian key concept of a social class. Noth-
ing has happened in contemporary global history and scholarship to mortally
ruin the efficacy of the concept of class; that is to say, the power of social classes
in society in the making of history despite the apparent collapse of socialist
state systems. The debate about the role and power of social classes in social
dynamics and the historical process will continue to engage scholars for the
foreseeable future.
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me all these years to finally bring this work on to the public shelves. I can only
hope that the anticipated interest in the publication of the book by the public
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Abbreviations

ARNN Annual Reports of Northern Nigeria

ABU Ahmadu Bello University

AG Action Group

FHR Federal House of Representatives

KIL Kashim Ibrahim Library (the Main Library of the 
Ahmadu Bello University)

CMS Church Missionary Society

CUMP Cambridge University Mission Party (a branch of 
the Church Missionary Party)

MHA Member, House of Assembly

MZL Middle Zone League

NAK National Archives Kaduna

NCNC National Council of Nigeria and Cameroon

NEPU Northern Elements Progressive Union

NPC Northern Peoples’ Congress

RCM Roman Catholic Mission

SIM Sudan Interior Mission

SUM Sudan United Mission

UMBC United Middle Belt Congress
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