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v i

Preface

As an int ro d u ct o ry study, this book will attempt to offer a re l a t i v e l y
balanced perspective on the social foundations of American education. A
“balanced perspective” does not mean neutral or value-free. What is int e n d-
ed, ra t h e r, is that the analytic and int e r p retive material will not dominate
the pre s e nt a t i on to the extent that the readers are hindered in draw i ng
their own con c l u s i ons about the events described. Also, many (but not all)
of the judgements re n d e red will appear near the end of each chapter, in
the Con c l u s i ons sect i on. 

The main pedagogical features of the book are as follows:
P re v i e w s: These elements provide a brief overview of each chapter’s

c ont e nts and its theoretical perspectives. 
P ro fil e s: The individuals and institutions that readers encounter in these

p ro files illustrate certain trends in American education. They are compos-
ites, not factual case studies, and are drawn from the experiences of various
people, schools, and towns. As such, they are intended to bring to life some
of the abstract ideas and historical patterns described in each chapter. 

C a se studies: These items offer capsule summaries of people or event s
f rom the curre nt educational litera t u re. Unlike the pro files, the case stud-
ies use actual names and other factual details. Their purpose is to shed
light or explore a particular angle of some of today’s leading education a l
issues. 

Q u e s tions for Discussion: The six or seven questions that follow eac h
chapter provide readers with a chance to review and re fle ct on the major
themes and factual inform a t i on pre s e nted in pre c e d i ng pages. In some
cases, questions focus dire ctly on Pro files, asking the reader to draw explic-
it parallels between the chapter cont e nt and the lives of people or institu-
t i ons pro fil e d .

S u m m a ry Sections: These sect i ons restate the chapter’s main point s ,
summarized in list form. The summary serves as a quick review before
readers’ tackle the substantive points addressed in the Con c l u s i ons. 

Con c l u s ions: Int e r p re t a t i on, analysis, and synthesis are the major tasks
of the Con c l u s i on sect i on of each chapter. Con n e ct i ons are made between
f act and theory and with materials in other sect i ons of the book. 

R o b e rt C. Sero w
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v i i

Foreword to the Second Edition

In ac c e p t i ng the enterprise of pre p a r i ng the second edition of Social
F o u n d a t i ons of American Education, four objectives became readily appar-
e nt. First, to practice the first law of medicine; do no harm. Second, u p d a t e ,
w h e re applicable, the tables and re f e rences to experimental, descriptive, cor-
re l a t i onal, and casual-comparative studies. Third, i n t e r p ret, analyze and
s y n t h e s i z e e d u c a t i onal thought from the vantage point of nearly a decade
after the first edition was created. Finally, contribute unique salient themes
in an attempt to further illustrate the work of teachers as they pre p a re stu-
d e nts for the rest of their lives.

Do no harm ... The first charge was to pro t e ct the integrity of the fir s t
e d i t i on of this textbook. Con s e q u e nt l y, great care was taken to maint a i n
the descriptions and primary analyses of the symbiotic re l a t i onships that
occur between schools and society. In addition, eff o rt was extended to
p re s e rve the “balanced perspective” allowing readers to evaluate the numer-
ous educational topics which occur throughout the book. 

U p d ate, where applicable ... s e v e ral hundred tables, charts, and re s e a rc h
fin d i ngs were examined in an eff o rt to bring the reader a more curre nt
view of the data and thought now pre v a l e nt in the twent y - first cent u ry.
Most, but not all, tables and charts were either re p l aced or updated with
c u rre nt data. Historical tra d i t i on, philosophical thought and landmark
studies were left int act. However, all three of these facets were expanded
to allow for a wider breadth of thought and int e r p re t a t i on .

I nt e r p ret, synthesize and analyze ... Since the first edition of this text
was written, the American public school system has experienced a minor
renaissance: higher standards; character education; ac c o u ntability; the
e ff e ctive school movement; charter schools; rapid ascent of technology;
n a t i onal cert i fic a t i on of teachers; movement to extend IEP’s to all student s ;
block scheduling; extended and year- round schooling; test scores again
b e g i n n i ng to rise; before and after school child care pro g rams; impro v e d
t e acher pre p a ra t i on pro g rams; the expansion of mainstre a m i ng into full
i n c l u s i on; growth of pre-schools for three and four year olds; and many
other innovations. Through a diff e re nt lens we find: nearly twent y - fiv e
p e rc e nt of high school age students do not finish high school in four years;
unwed teenage pregnancy continues to plague the basic fabric of our soci-
e t y — the family; drugs (particularly alcohol) is being used at alarm i ng
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rates by both middle and high school age students; several schools in the
c o u nt ry have experienced students killing students inside the school build-
i ngs (however, overall violence rates have been declining the last half of
the nineteen-nineties); adolescent suicide rates continue to rise; numero u s
school systems, districts and states are experiencing catastrophic teac h e r
s h o rtages therein forc i ng “warm bodies” to “baby sit” the students; child
abuse is occurr i ng in re c o rd numbers, and many other serious pro b l e m s .
Given these happenings, the second edition of this text was con s t ru ct e d
u t i l i z i ng filters which were not available at the first writing. Con s e q u e nt-
l y, this version will attempt to place the reader more in sync with the pre-
v a i l i ng challenges of schooling and society today.

S a l i e nt Themes ... The overall stru ct u re of the text has been chang e d ,
however all of the major subdivisions of the first edition of the book have
been left int act. What has been added are expansions as in Issues and Tre n d s ,
Teachers, Family Background and Social Class, Race and Ethnicity, The
Education Pro f e s s i o n, etc. A new chapter was added entitled Philosophy and
Te a c h i n g, and major sect i ons were added in H i s t o ry, Te c h n o l o g y, Pro v i d -
ing Equal Education Opport u n i t y, and Education in the 21st Century. A
new segment has been included entitled Voices from the Field. This will
appear in each chapter dire ctly after the P re v i e w. It will feature the voice of
a teacher in the field. The teachers will re p re s e nt all grade levels and are
s p e a k i ng to the readers from diff e re nt re g i ons of the count ry.

Ac k n o w l e d g m e nts 
We are very grateful to our thirteen colleagues (some former student s )

who took time out of their extremely busy schedules to make a cont r i b u-
t i on to this text. It goes without saying that we are proud of their work
in the field and it is an honor to call them all personal friends. In addition ,
we would like to acknowledge our thousands of students who over the
years have taught us invaluable lessons about learn i ng and life. We would
also like to thank Ms. Kathy Kay, Mr. Glenn Perkins, and the staff of Car-
olina Academic Press for their editorial assistance in the pro d u ct i on of this
textbook. Their dedication to quality and total understanding of the pro c e s s
was a source of invaluable aid. And fin a l l y, we would like to thank our
family; pare nts, brothers and sisters who have supported us throughout the
years, and our three children from whom we learned the most. Juliann
Castelli, M.Ed. is curre ntly in law school in Boston, Massachusetts. Rox-
ann Castelli-Cook, M.Ed., D.O. is a medical doctor in Orm ond Beac h ,
Florida. Rebecca Castelli, MFA (Theatre) is a pro f e s s i onal act ress in Seat-
tle, Wa s h i ng t on .

P e rry A. Castelli & Vivian L. Castelli
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