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Preface and
Acknowledgments

This text is intended to introduce Africa to college students and the general
public. It presents in a simplified manner different aspects of African history. The
book does not generalize about the continent; rather it reconstructs the history of
many societies at different historical periods. Aspects of cultures and key institu-
tions of society are presented in a companion volume titled African Cultures and
Societies Before 1885. Both books meet the requirements of history and culture
courses in most schools, and address those issues of interest to the general public.
The choice of topics is dictated both by relevance and by the need to satisfy class-
room requirements.

The book is divided into five parts. The first describes the geography of the
continent and the role of the environment in its history. The second chapter is
about how the continent has been studied and presented in books and the media
by scholars and writers. In part B, there are two chapters on the early period of
African history. Here, the place of archaeology looms large. Part C takes each re-
gion in turn, describing many of the great kingdoms and outstanding events. Part
D looks at the history of the nineteenth century, a period much closer in time to
the present era. The book ends with a section on the contacts between Africa and
Europe, a relationship that redefined the history of Africa after 1885.

A section overview introduces each part, with a summary of the main issues
and ideas. The review questions at the end of every chapter test both broad and
specific knowledge.

The choice of the contributors is primarily based on their competence as
teachers in explaining history to college students and beginners, and their skill in
synthesizing a large body of data and ideas. The relevance and comprehensibility
of the chapters have been tested by anonymous undergraduate students in two
schools. I am grateful to all the contributors, students, and readers. I received
valuable support from many students and scholars who offered excellent sugges-
tions for the book’s title, organization, and contents. In preparing for the press,
valuable support from Steven Salm and Saheed Adejumobi ensured the comple-
tion of the project. Without the indefatigable assistance of Steven Salm, this pro-
ject would have taken a much longer time to complete. Joel Tishken, my loyal
friend, checked all the illustrations and suggested new ones. Dr. Ann O’Hear
copy-edited the manuscript.

Toyin Falola
The University of Texas at Austin
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