
Fragments from Forests 
and Libraries

valeris 00 fmt auto  11/16/01  2:07 PM  Page i



Carolina Academic Press
Ritual Studies Monographs

❦

Pamela J. Stewart
and

A n d rew Stra t h e rn
Series Editors

valeris 00 fmt auto  11/16/01  2:07 PM  Page ii



Fragments from Forests 
and Libraries

A Collection of Essays by Valerio Valeri

Edited by Janet Hoskins

Carolina Academic Press
Durham, North Carolina

valeris 00 fmt auto  11/16/01  2:07 PM  Page iii



Copyright  © 2001
Valerio Valeri

All rights reserved.

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data
Valeri, Va l e r i o .

F ra g m e nts from forests and libraries : a collect i on of essays / by Va l e r i o
Valeri. 

p. cm.
Includes bibliographical re f e re n c e s .
ISBN 0-89089-979-7

1. Ethnology. 1. Ti t l e .
GN325 V25 2001
3 0 5 . 8 — d c 2 l

0 0 - 0 5 4 1 7 4

Carolina Academic Press
700 Kent Street

Durham, North Carolina  27701
Telephone (919) 489-7486

Fax (919) 493-5668
www.cap-press.com

Printed in the United States of America

valeris 00 fmt auto  11/16/01  2:07 PM  Page iv



v

Contents

List of Illustra t i on s i x
P re f ace x i i i
Series Editors’ Pre f ac e x x i

Religion and Exchange

Chapter 1.  Feasting and Festivity
translated from the Italian by Sarah Hill 1
1. The End of Feasting 1
2 Theory of the Feast 3

2.1 The Feast as Tra n s g re s s i on 3
2.2 The Feast as Spontaneous  Pro d u ct i on of Society 4

3. The Essence of the Feast 6

Chapter 2.  The Fetish
translated from the Italian by Sarah Hill 1 5
1. Wo rd Association and the  History of Ideas 1 5
2. Four Theories of Fetishism 1 6

2.1. De Bro s s e s 1 6
2.2. Co m t e 1 8
2.3. Marx 1 9
2.4 Freud 2 2

3. Co m p a r i s on of the Para d i g m s 2 5
4. The System and the Fetish 2 6

Chapter 3.  Belief and Wo r s h i p
translated from the Italian by Lynn Westwater 3 3
1. Int ro d u ct i on 3 3
2. The Category “Belief” 3 4
3. Int e l l e ct and Symbol 3 8
4. Ritual, Worship and Sac red Beings 4 6
5. Forms of Worship and Belief 5 0

valeris 00 fmt auto  11/16/01  2:07 PM  Page v



Chapter 4.  The Solomon Islands Discovered by the Europeans: 
F rom the Social Cont ract  to Utilitarianism

translated from the Italian by Lynn Westwater 5 7
E x c h a nge and Co m m u n i c a t i on 6 2
Power 7 4
M o rte 8 2

Gifts and Contracts

Chapter 5.  Parts and Wholes: Social and Conceptual Dualism 
in the Cent ral Moluccas 9 3
2. Dualism at the Local Level:  Huaulu and Piliana 9 4
3. Dualism at the Regional Level:  the Siwa/Lima 

O rg a n i z a t i on as a Political Fact 1 0 3
4. The Siwa/Lima Ideology in Ambon 1 1 1
5. Aspects of the Siwa/Lima Ideology in Cent ral and 

We s t e rn Seram 1 1 9
Con c l u s i on 1 2 6

Chapter 6.  Notes on the Meaning of Marriage Pre s t a t i ons 
a m ong the Huaulu of Seram 1 3 7
Dualism and Asymmetry 1 3 7
A rata and the Rules for Its Circ u l a t i on 1 3 9
M a rriage Payments and Rules for Affil i a t i on 1 4 2
The Hiera rchy of Alliances and the Political Implications 

of Pre s t a t i ons 1 4 5
A rata as Sumbolon: The Pleasure of Exchange 1 4 8

Chapter 7.  Buying Women But Not Selling Them: Gift and 
Commodity Exchange in Hualulu Alliance 1 5 3
P u rchase and Pre s t a t i on 1 5 5
G i v e - a n d - Take 1 5 9
A ffinity and Affinal Tra n s act i ons 1 6 1
Alliance as Dialectical Process 1 6 7
Con c l u s i on: For a Dialectic of “Gifts” and “Commodities” 1 7 4

Chapter 8.  Both Nature and Culture: Refle ct i ons on Menstrual  
and Part u r i t i onal Taboos in Huaulu (Seram) 1 8 7
The Huaulu of Cent ral Seram 1 8 8
Equality and Inequality 1 9 0
Symmetrical and Asymmetrical Pollution  1 9 3

vi · Contents

valeris 00 fmt auto  11/16/01  2:07 PM  Page vi



Hot and Cold 2 0 1
N a t u re and Culture 2 0 8
Con c l u s i on 2 1 6

Bloods and Sacrifices

Chapter 9.  Those Who Have Seen Blood: The Memory Of 
S ac r i fice In Huaulu Initiation 2 2 3
I n i t i a t i on Today 2 2 4
N a rrated Past and Impoverished Pre s e nt 2 3 5
Manhood and the Knowledge of Death 2 3 9

Chapter 10.  Wild Vi ctims: Hunt i ng as Sac r i fice and Sac r i fice 
as Hunt i ng in Huaulu 2 4 9
The Problem of Sac r i fice 2 4 9
H u nt i ng and Sac r i fice 2 6 1
H u nt i ng as Sac r i fice 2 6 5
S ac r i fice as Hunt i ng 2 7 7
The Spect rum of Sac r i fice 2 8 6

Chapter 11.  Autonomy and Heteronomy in the Kahua Ritual: 
A Short Meditation on Huaulu Society 2 8 9
A u t onomy and Heteronomy in Huaulu Society 2 9 1
The Kahua 2 9 4
Some Int e r p retive Remarks 2 9 9

Time and Collecting

Chapter 12.  Te m p o ral Forms of Society: Chronological and 
S u b j e ctive Time, Mythical and Historical Time among 
the Huaulu  (Eastern Indon e s i a )

translated from the French by Janet Hoskins 3 1 1
Huaulu Society 3 1 3
Huaulu Forms of Time 3 1 5
Con c l u s i on: Society  and Te m p o rality 3 2 5

Chapter 13.  Prometheus In The Rainforest; Does Co l l e ct i ng 
Exist In Huaulu? 3 3 3

Contents vii

valeris 00 fmt auto  11/16/01  2:07 PM  Page vii



Knowledge and Self Knowledge

Chapter 14.  ‘Our Ancestors Spoke Little’: Knowledge and Social
F o rms in Huaulu 3 4 9
On Knowledge and Culture 3 4 9
Huaulu Polyglossia 3 5 6
G e n res of Knowledge and Their Linguistic Co rrelates 3 5 7
‘ C e nt ral’ and ‘Peripheral’ Knowledge 3 6 1
Con c l u s i on 3 6 3

Chapter 15.  On the Train to Chicago, via Paris: Con f e s s i ons of 
an Idiosyncratic Ant h ropologist 3 6 9

Chapter 16.  Fieldwork Ye s t e rday and Today: The Future 
of Ant h ro p o l o g i s t s

Translated from the Italian by Janet Hoskins 3 8 3

I n d e x 4 0 1

viii · Contents

valeris 00 fmt auto  11/16/01  2:07 PM  Page viii



ix

List of Illustrations

The Moluccas in the 17th and 18th centuries during the 
Spice Tra d e 9 7

An 18th cent u ry image of the “Alfuru” people of the interior 
of Sera m 1 0 2

18th cent u ry French map of the Moluccas, showing Seram as 
u n e x p l o re d 1 0 5

H a n d - d rawn map of Cent ral Seram 
used in 1971 1 0 8

A boat  discharg i ng passengers at the coastal settlement 
of Alakamat 1 1 2

Huaulu houses on lower piles in the sand at Alakamat 1 1 6
The Huaulu village seen from a mountain ridge 1 1 9
The broad clearing at the ent rance to the Huaulu village 1 2 1
The village temple or big house (luma poto ) in 1972 1 2 4
The house built for Valerio and Renée by the Huaulu in 1972 1 2 8
A Huaulu woman sitting in her kitchen 1 4 0
P i n a rola sweeping the veranda of the village temple in 1985 1 4 4
P i n a rola fil l i ng bamboo poles with water to carry home 

for cooking (JH) 1 4 9
Yo u ng children and babies often sleep in a sling over the vera n d a 1 5 8
F i rewood is carried exclusively by women and children, 

h e re, Pinarola (JH) 1 6 3
Husband and wife (Limule and Pinarola) weaving baskets (JH) 1 6 9
A grandmother cuddles her sick gra n d c h i l d 1 7 2
Alimau showing Janet Hoskins how to trap shrimp on the 

Sapulewa river 1 7 6
The meal Alimau has pre p a red of sago porridge, boiled 

bananas, and shrimp (JH) 190 
I v o ry armshells stored on a stick for a marriage negotiation 198 
P i n a rola being deloused by her daughter Sipinalu in the 

village temple (JH) 2 0 3
The menstrual hut (lilipossu) stands outside the village on a 

small incline (JH) 2 1 1

valeris 00 fmt auto  11/16/01  2:07 PM  Page ix



M e n s t ru a t i ng women sit near the hearth and must observe 
food taboos (JH) 2 1 5

Limule whittling an arrow to pre p a re for hunt i ng (JH) 2 2 6
A hunt i ng party fires off arrows ac ross the Sapulewa River 2 2 9
A deer is butchered and some parts are cooked immediately 

in the fore s t 2 3 2
Ve n i s on is pre p a red to bring back to the village 2 3 4
The initiates did not wear any We s t e rn clothing at the 

1973 Kahua 2 3 8
A young initiate comes down to dance with a toy sword 2 3 9
Two young boys dance together at the 1973 initiation 2 4 3
A new house is con s t ru cted by a work team of relatives (JH) 2 5 2
Limule would usually sleep on the veranda of the 

village temple house (JH) 2 5 9
Men (here, Valerio) are served first when food is 

b rought out (JH) 2 6 3
A cassowary caught in the forest and raised for re-sale (JH) 2 6 6
P a rrots are often domesticated in the house and taught to 

speak (JH) 2 6 9
Limule playing a stringed fiddle in the village temple 2 7 1
Pulaki, the village temple guardian in 1972,  cro s s i ng the 

Sapulewa River 2 7 4
P i t e re and Latumulan sitting on the veranda and chewing betel 2 7 5
Pulaki (in the fore g round) talking to other men before a 

h u nt i ng trip 2 8 1
Valerio typing field notes at his “desk” in  the village 

temple (JH) 2 8 5
P o rt rait of a young boy with his head wrapped in a cloth for 

a headac h e 2 8 6
Baskets pre p a red to hold betel for guests at the 1988 

Kahua feast 2 9 3
Baskets pre p a red to hold gifts of food and cloth for the 

1988 Kahua 2 9 6
D rums lined up in the village temple to be played at the 

1988 Kahua 2 9 9
Pulaki inaugurates the 1973 feast by beating the dru m 3 0 3
Male dancers do a war dance (usali) at the ent rance to 

the village in 1988 3 1 3
The dancers on the first day of the 1988 Kahua cere m on y 316 
Male dancers wear feathered headdresses and hold spears 

inlaid with shells 3 1 9
The circle dance perf o rmed with men and women holding hands 3 2 3

x · List of Illustrations

valeris 00 fmt auto  11/16/01  2:07 PM  Page x



Yo u ng boys start playing with bows and arrows as soon as they 
can walk 3 3 8

Limule re p l ac i ng sago palm fronds in the roof of the village 
temple (JH) 3 4 3

A mixture of tra d i t i onal dress and modern costume at the 1988 
c i rcle dance 3 4 4

Valerio pract i c i ng the bow and arrow in the village (JH) 3 4 7
An older man confers with the shaman for a diagnosis of 

a ffli ct i ng spirits (JH) 3 5 3
Priivate con f e rences are con d u cted under an opened 

headcloth (JH) 3 5 6
Some piece of the affli ct i on can be “sucked out” or 

massaged away (JH) 359 
An older shaman “blesses” his younger colleagues (JH) 3 7 3
D rums are played to accompany the sing i ng (JH) 3 7 7
Valerio taping the shamanic seance (JH) 3 8 0
A young shaman ent e r i ng into trance and dancing (JH) 3 8 7
S e v e ral shamans “re c e i v i ng the sewaem”, who come down 

i nto their heads (JH) 3 9 3
A line of shamans dancing together and sing i ng in 

complex polyphony (JH) 3 9 7

All photographs were taken by Valerio Valeri, 
except those marked (JH), which were taken by Janet Hoskins 

List of Illustrations xi

valeris 00 fmt auto  11/16/01  2:07 PM  Page xi


