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Foreword

This col l e c t i ve work was or i g i n ally con c e i ved as a medium for prov i d i n g
re aders in other countries with a more ad equate view of French anthropo-
l o g i c al studies, and gaining re adership for the latter. As French anthropol o-
gists working in Oceania, we have beco me aware that the work of ou r
English-speaking colleagues and our own are somewhat cut off from each
o t h e r, especially when we study re g ions in which English is the off i c i al lan-
guage. It is our hope, then, that the papers presented here, translated fro m
the French for the benefit of our non - F rench-speaking colleagues, will help
to foster better mutual und e r s t a nding of our re s p e c t i ve studies.

The au t h ors and co - e d i t ors wish to thank the fol l owing agencies for
their financial support for the translation of the or i g i n al texts or the publ i-
c a t ion of this book: the Secrétariat permanent pour le Pacifique, the Min-
i s t è re de la Culture, the Ministère des Aff a i res Etrangères, and the Maison
des Sciences de l’Homme, Paris.

M ore over we owe special thanks to some of our colleagues and friend s ,
M a r i e - C l a i re Bataille-Benguigui, Jacques Bert r a nd, Lorenzo Brutti, Rob e rt
C re s s well, Danielle Daho, Nicolas Gov oro ff, Paul van der Grijp, Hélène
G u iot, Don Niles, Cleo Pace and Don Tuzin for their assistance in the
pre pa r a t ion of the iconographic material and some pa rts of the text.
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