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Preface

This book started out several ye a rs ago as an arti cl e , but I soon learn ed that
the topic is simply too big to be constrained within the pages of a single arti-
cle. I also observed that, while much has been written about the civil jury, no
one had written a book-length study of it that seeks to bring together all the
disparate strands of jury analysis. There are book-length empirical studies of
various aspects of the civil jury; there are books that constitute collections of
essays or empirical studies on the civil jury; and there are books on the crim-
inal jury, or on “the jury”more generally, with little effort to differentiate the
c ivil from the criminal ju ry. But there are no recent overvi ews of the civil ju ry.
Thus, this book fills a niche in jury analysis that is currently unoccupied.

Ma ny people have hel ped in the produ cti on of this boo k , and I thank all
of them for their contributions— which does not make them responsible for
any errors I have made. Michael Hoeflich read the book through three times,
at various stages of completeness. Other colleagues who read parts of it and
of fered hel pful com m ents inclu de Bob Ca s ad , D avid Gottlieb, Ri ck Lev y, Den-
nis Prater, Paul Schumaker, Sid Shapiro, Jan Sheldon, Tom Stacy, and Larry
Wri gh t s m a n . I also ben efited from com m ents from participants in a fac u l ty
co ll oqu ium at the Un ivers i ty of Ka n s a s . I had nu m erous re s e a rch assistants
over the years, including Mike Benkowitz, Suzanne Carey, Brandee Caswell,
Amy Fowl er, Terri Good m a n , Peter Jo h n s ton , D avid Mc G h ee , Jack Mercer,
Ja s on Ro t h , Ni cole Ro t h s , Jan Sa n dova l , and Rob Va u gh t . I gra tef u lly ac-
k n owl ed ge the su pport of the Un ivers i ty of Kansas Gen eral Re s e a rch Fund and
of funding from the University of Kansas School of Law. Finally, I thank my
family and friends, who have kept me grounded and helped me become the
person I am today.
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