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FOREWORD

Theimportance of dired democracyin contemporary politicsis no longer
inquestionlts mportane hadeen vell eablishdove the lasquater @n-
tury and well documengd by ac alemic sholasandpolifcal jaumalistsMost
of this atenti on hasfoc u sdon the é fectvenes®f dired dan oc acy asa o +
icy tool and its faithfulnesg(or lackthereol) to the dem ocrait ideds it em-
bodiedfor its Progressie-ea founders.

Our gaal in this wlumeisto bring togeh e a divere goup o sdholas who
investigae the mary aspeds of direct democracy acrossnultiple dimensions.
Our intention isto build on arecentvolume,Citi zensasLegs|atos(Don o
van,T., S.Bowl &, and C. Tolbert. 1998 Columbus:Ohio StateUn iversity
Press)Our vo lume pays particular atten ti on to trendsas we en ter an eraof
ONw Progre ssiismQOwith direa dem oc racy asa key institution of the new
millennium. In our view, dired legislationhasbecane a(paralel legislatureO
thatis a debnng featue of h onvthe nati onis govem ed. And asthis insti tu-
tion hasbecome animportant policy arena, its pracicesand processeacross
multiple leves of government have implicationsfor policy outputs. In addi-
tion to an enphass on current trends,we also focuson an of tenfor go tn
sideof dired democracyN localballot measires.Finaly, we make a casefor
the expansimof studinto atruly canpam ive natu re ec rossissuedimen-
sionsand levels of govemment.

The book expandsthe focusof dired democracy reseath in anumber of
ways. First, we estallish the need to dewelop a comprehensve understanding
of the major politicd playesinvo ved in the proessin Pat |, agroup of
scholaexplae the changngroles of vo tas, interestgoups,and political
paties.We alre aly know that theseroles are different than the rolesenv-
sioned by the Progressie reformers. Dired democracy wassupposel to bea
way for the \o ters b drcunventpowerfu interes groupsand @& trench el po-
litical party bossesMary scholarsaarguethat the processs now anadditional
tool of inteestgroups and polifcal parties.The true story, h owever is not
that simple.Asmuch asthesegroupschangd direct democracy, direct legis-
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Xiv FORBNORD

laticndso reshaed the st egic de i sims and actii ties d these gpups Part
| examineghe current relationship between thesegroupsanddired democ-
racy.

Seon dy, this ook expads air undersainding ofdired dem oc |cy ly in-
tegating ethnicpoliticsinto its contents. Progressieshoped that the initia-
tive processcould serve asa powerful check on en tren ch el special intelests
controlinglitical partiesandgosem mental ingi tutions.Wh en mgori ty and
minority are viewed in temsof ethnicity, however, dired democracy enters
awholenewdynamic.In Part I, our contributorsinvestgate dired democ-
racy and minori ty rights,minaity vo tihg paterns on cetain issies aswell
asmedia coverageof theseballot propositions.

In Pattlll, we epand ou study into an important kut of tenfor got en sde
of iniiaive-@n tered politics.While most re se ain focuses on high - profile
stae initi a ive campaigns, most occ u ren ¢es of direct democ ragy areat the
locallevel. For every Proposition 13 (California, 1978)there are hundreds of
| ocd bond measires Most are rearly invisilie for voters ,obsevers ,andsh ot
ars.Othesare e pnsie am hitterly fou dit politcd batles In Patt1ll, Daid
M. Paul and Clyde Brown look into anincreasinguseof dired democracyN
stadum measuresDan Snith, with the assistareof Qure Log, University of
Colaab-Bouldr, examinethe impact of yet anotherstad ium meas rein
Denwer, Colaada Questinsalo u taxpayer- su ported sports feciliesare
s om ¢émesexamindfrom the v evpoint of ecan omic desd opm att or the ef-
fectivenessof ther cd eority spo ke s pode (including our current pre siént
andformer TexasRangrs owner, George Bush).

Finaly in Part IV, M. DaneWaters, founder and presidnt of the Initiative
and Referedum Institute (<www.iandrinstitute.com>), and David McCuan
examine lkelydirectonsfor dired legs|atim e rossmultple ingi tuti onal st-
tingsandat both the stateandlocallevels.
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