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To my students — past, present, and future.
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The profession of the Law, when clothed in its true dig-
nity and purity and strength, must rank first among the
callings of men. Law rules the universe; “her seat is the
bosom of God; her voice is the harmony of the world; all
things in heaven and earth do her homage, the very least as
feeling her care, and the greatest as not exempt from her
power.” What comprehensiveness! If to law herself may be
applied such language, what may be said of that profession
whose work is to formulate, to harmonize, to regulate, to
adjust, to administer those rules and principles that under-
lie and permeate all government and society, and control
the varied reactions of man? As thus viewed, there attaches
to the legal profession a nobleness that cannot but be re-
flected in the life of the true lawyer, who, conscious of its
greatness, and honest in the pursuit of his purpose, em-
braces the richness of learning, the profoundness of wis-
dom, the firmness of integrity and the purity of morals, to-
gether with the graces of modesty, courtesy and the general
amenities of life.

To attain the highest excellence, the lawyer must pos-
sess the most varied and opposite qualities, and know how
and when to use them; with depth and firmness of under-
standing, they must combine the keenness of acute discern-
ment; learned in the subtleties of legal lore, let him at the
same time know men, have tact to deal with them, and be
rich in the enlarged beauties of classical learning; besides
being a student, he must be able to leave the solitude of the
study and adapt himself to the practical and every-day do-
ings of men. It is his to command the respect of superiors,
and again appeal to the weaknesses and infirmities of those
less favored than himself; in fine, he must be “all things to
all men.”

Introduction, The Bench and Bar of Chicago 3 (American Biograph-
ical Publg. Co. 1904).
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Foreword

by Chief Justice Mary Ann G. McMorrow

The preamble to the Illinois Rules of Professional Conduct em-
phasizes that the “practice of law is a public trust.” Lawyers are offi-
cers of the court vested with the responsibility of maintaining pub-
lic confidence in our justice system by acting ethically and
competently at all times. Pursuant to Rule 1.1 of the Illinois Rules of
Professional Conduct, a lawyer is required to provide “competent
representation” to a client. In turn, “competent representation” is
defined by the Rule as having “the legal knowledge, skill, thorough-
ness and preparation necessary for the representation.” A special task
force of the American Bar Association on law schools and the legal
profession authored a report that recognized that “[i]t can hardly be
doubted that the ability to do legal research is one of the skills that
any competent practitioner must possess.”1 That report concluded
that “[i]n order to conduct legal research effectively, a lawyer should
have a working knowledge of the nature of legal rules and legal in-
stitutions, the fundamental tools of legal research, and the process
of devising and implementing a coherent and effective research de-
sign.”2

Professor Wojcik’s book provides a state-specific resource to aid
both students and lawyers in researching Illinois case law, Illinois
statues and local ordinances, Illinois administrative law, and other
sources of legal information. Because of his many years of experi-
ence teaching courses in effective legal writing, Professor Wojcik has

xv

1. Legal Education and Professional Development: An Educational
Continuum, Report o f the Task Force on Law Schools and the Profession:
Narrowing the Gap 163 (1992).

2. Id.
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had the opportunity to observe and identify the most problematic
aspects of legal research. This book may assist both law students and
law practitioners to overcome such problems.

Effective and persuasive legal advocacy is grounded in accurate
and thorough legal research. A lawyer must be able to capably re-
search the law to provide competent representation and to ensure
that the high standards of the legal profession are upheld. This book
outlines the fundamental principles of researching Illinois law, and
should be a valuable addition to the libraries of Illinois lawyers.

xvi • Foreword
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Preface and 
Acknowledgments

For more than a dec ade , I have had the pleasu re of te aching legal re-
s e a rch and wri ti n g. Over these ye a rs , I have learn ed mu ch abo ut ef fec-
tive legal re s e a rch tools and stra tegi e s . I am sti ll learn i n g, because there
a re so many devel opm ents in legal re s e a rch materials and met h od s .

This book can be used in several ways:

1. New lawyers, law students, and paralegals who are familiar
with (or who are now learning) research skills from na-
tional research texts can use this book as a state-specific
supplement to the national legal research texts.

2 . L aw stu dents and para l egals who are just beginning thei r
s tudies can use this book as a pri m a ry tool for learning lega l
re s e a rch skills in pri m a ry and secon d a ry law source s . Arm ed
with knowl ed ge of one state’s legal sys tem and re s o u rce s , a
re s e a rch er can tra n s pose that knowl ed ge to other ju ri s d i c-
ti ons and to probl ems invo lving federal legal re s e a rch .

3. Government employees, including those who work in the
legislative, judicial, and executive branches of state govern-
ment, can use this book for general guidance and specific
tips on efficient legal research.

4. Political scientists, academics, members of the public, and
librarians without specialized legal training can use this
book as an introduction to legal research skills and re-
sources available in I llinois.

5. Legal researchers in other jurisdictions can use this book to
increase the efficiency of their research strategies for prob-
lems involving Illinois law.

6. New lawyers and experienced professionals can use this
book to identify recent developments in legal research as
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xviii • Preface and Acknowledgments

1. Barbara J. Busharis & Suzanne E. Rowe, Florida Legal Research:
Sources, Process, and Analysis (2d ed., Carolina Academic Press 1998).

well as “legal research secrets” that will make all researchers
more efficient and effective.

In preparing the materials for this book, I looked not only at Illi-
nois legal materials, but also at research guides for other states. I
found a mar velous book – Florida Legal Research written by Suzanne
Rowe, Barbara Busharis, and Lisa Kuhlman Tietig. Carolina Acade-
mic Press published the first edition of that book in 1998, and the
second edition in 2002.1 The popularity and success of that book
proved it to be a good general model for a state research guide – a
book that was a teaching tool rather than a bibliographic compila-
tion of state legal research sources. A book that would not necessar-
ily replace the national research texts, but would explain the special
sources of state le gal research that are often ignored or only briefly
mentioned.

This book on Illinois legal research thus owes much to Suzanne
Rowe, Barbara Busharis, and Lisa Kuhlman Tietig. Although I had
been working on various versions of Illinois Legal Research for sev-
eral years before I found their book on Florida Legal Research, it was
the format of their book that final ly made this book a reality. It was
also the success of that book that convinced Keith Sipe and Bob
Conrow at Carolina Academic Press to allow me to prepare this first
edition of Illinois Legal Research and to plan future volumes for
other jurisdictions. These books are intended to become part of a
national series of state-specific legal research guides to supplement
national research texts.

Many judges, lawyers, law students, and law librarians from Illi-
nois and across the country have helped me directly and indirectly
with this present work. I am particularly grateful to Dorothy In-Lan
Wang Li, Director of the Law Library at The John Marshall Law
School, and to the professional law librarians and library staff who
provided not only enthusiastic support and encouragement for this
book, but also astute proofreading and editing assistance. This book
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Preface and Acknowledgments • xix

would not have been possible without their help. I am particularly
grateful to Anne Abramson, Thomas Budny, Claire Toomey Durkin,
Phyllis Finney, Bob Ilseman, Thomas Keefe, Kym Ogden, Victor
Salas, Patricia Scott, and William Wleklinski, all of The John Mar-
shall Law School Law Library. They not only closely reviewed drafts
of many chapters, but they also undertook extensive discovery on
minute points of Illinois law for the benefit of this book. For their
additional comments, assistance, and support, I also thank Profes-
sors Gerald Berendt, Susan Brody, Joseph Butler, John Corkery, Joel
Cornwell, Sonia Bychkov Green, Ardath Hamann, Kevin Hopkins,
Gil Johnston, Walter Kendall, Maureen Straub Kordesh, Ann M.
Lousin, Marie Monahan, Frank Morrissey, Sandy Olken, William
Mock, Tim O’Neill, Leslie Reis, Ron Smith, David Sorkin, and Julie
Spanbauer. And for their professional support, I thank Gwen
Konigsfeld, Diane Gordon, and Cristine Cotter.

I thank Chief Justice Mary Ann G. McMorrow of the Illinois
Supreme Court for writing the foreword to this book, and for her
helpful suggestions for revisions of specific portions of the draft text.
I am grateful to an army of research assistants, particularly David
Hall, Ronak Joshi, Panagiota Kelali, Brian Nielson, Adam Powers,
Zubaida Qazi, and Michael Roberts. I also thank many other stu-
dents who helped with their comments on drafts of this work, in-
cluding Michael Fenwick, Russell Kochis, Larisa Morgan, John Scott,
and Dr. Janet Lee Walters.

I extend special thanks to Michael J . Faley, law clerk for the Illi-
nois Appellate Court; John Kirkton of the Law Bulletin Publishing
Company of Chicago; Rhea Ramsey of LexisNexis; Ellen Schanzle-
Haskins, Director and Deputy Clerk for the Illinois Court of Claims;
Bill Dineen, of the Cook County Forest Preserve District; and Lori
Schneider of the Day Care Action Council. I also thank Howard
Suskin of Jenner & Block, with whom I presented a full-day training
program on “An Effective Approach to Legal Writing and Research.”

I wish to thank my legal research and writing colleagues across
the country. For their help on this book, I wish to acknowledge Bar-
bara Busharis, Charles Calleros, Maureen Collins, Darby Dickerson,
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Bryan Garner, Mark Giangrande, Peter Jan Honigsberg, Joseph
Kimble, Terri LeClerq, Sue Liemer, Suzanne Rowe, Amy Sloan, and
Christopher Wren.

I also extend my gratitude to the institutions that enabled me to
write this book, including the Chicago Historical Society, the
Chicago Public Library, The John Marshall Law School and Chicago
Bar Association Law Library, the Illinois Supreme Court Law Li-
brary, the Hawaii Supreme Court Law Library, and the University of
Hawaii Law School Law Library.

I am extremely grateful to my par tner, David Austin, for his con-
stant support and encouragement.

Any errors in the book are mine alone.

Mark E. Wojcik
July 2003

A Note on Citation Format

The citation format for sources found in the footnotes for each
chapter largely follow the second edition of the ALWD Citation
Manual, a book written by Dean Darby Dickerson and the Associa-
tion of Legal Writing Directors. This manual is far easier to use than
The Bluebook, and those reading the citations will seldom notice that
they follow the ALWD Citation Manual instead. Experienced lawyers
who have not yet seen the ALWD Citation Manual should make a
point of getting a copy – its rules are familiar and the format is easy
to use.

Persons who need to use The Bluebook citation manual can find
in Chapter 11 a comparison of the citation formats of common pri-
mary and secondary law sources.
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