
If our speech

A compelling and troubling work.
Elizabeth Fox-Genovese
author of Feminism Without Illusions
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hasno me

A stimulating tract on freedom of expression . . .
a marvelously written, multi-layered, complex,
and imaginative work, a veritable möbius 
strip. Like no other, this book is an aural, 
visual, and cerebral experience.

Nadine Strossen
ACLU National President & author of 
Defending Pornography
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aning,nothing

No one has examined more carefully the 
interrelationships among commerce, culture,
and discourse than Collins and Skover. 
They offer a learned, thought-provoking, 
and frightening account of what has happened
to freedom of expression.

Neil Postman
late author of Amusing Ourselves to Death

collins/skover 2e 00 cx  07.15.2005  5:21 PM  Page iii



hasmeaning.

Collins and Skover are true pioneers of the trail.
They show the best in Platonic eros –– the love
of ideas and the joy in risk-taking.

Max Lerner
late author of America as a Civilization

Camus

collins/skover 2e 00 cx  07.15.2005  5:21 PM  Page iv



No other book on the First Amendment even
approximates it or rivals its creativity.

David M. O’Brien
author of Constitutional Law & Politics

For many, the intellectual turns of the book will be
a gut-wrenching experience. For others, the book
will provoke recognition; for others anger; for oth-
ers a genuine curiosity of what to make of our
national puzzle.

Steven Shiffrin
author of The First Amendment, Democracy, & Romance
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Text of 1791
First Amendment

Amendment I
Congress shall make no law respecting

an establishment of religion,

or prohibiting the free exercise thereof;

or abridging the freedom of speech,

or of the press; or the right 

of the people peaceably to assemble, 

and to petition the Government for a

redress of grievances.
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lawyer

sociologist & advertising expert

political scientist

historian

communications professor

communications professor

federal appellate judge

syndicated columnist

philosophy professor

political scientist

law professor

law professor

philosophy & religion professor

communications professor

rabbi & former public television producer

law professor

sociologist

law professor & ACLU national president

law professor & political scientist

law professor
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Richard Stivers

Nadine Strossen

Cass R. Sunstein

Mark V. Tushnet

Dramatis Personae*

* Books I, II, and III and the Afterword contain “dialogues” 

in which the people listed above participate.
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