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Preface

After teaching education law courses both in colleges of education and in colleges of
law, we have used virtually all of the textbooks currently available for graduate level
courses. For decades, we have noted the strengths and weaknesses of these books vow-
ing to write the “perfect” text/case book on the topic of education law. While this book
is not perfect, it does represent an attempt to capitalize on the wisdom of all those who
have gone before us.

Without question a loud thanks must go to those writers who helped pioneer the
field by their texts. It is to those fine contributors that we owe gratitude for making it
possible to bring education law to the level of a teachable subject which is now included
in nearly all graduate colleges of education. Improving upon the current offerings was
no easy task. However, we think the task was accomplished. This book is different in
several ways. One third of the book presents new developing topics in education law not
seen in many other casebooks. A section in Chapter 4 covers the area of School Safety.
Chapter 5 deals with Drug and Alcohol Abuse by Teachers and Students. Chapter 7 in-
volves the law of Teacher Evaluation, and Chapter 9 provides some understanding of
the major issues in Special Education. In addition to entirely new topics being intro-
duced and thoroughly treated. Four other topics were presented as sections of chapters.
A section of chapter 2 deals with the Controversial Curriculum.

The biggest problem with education law texts and case books today is the use of
“edited” cases. Through no fault of the authors, the necessity for economy of space has
required truncating case law. Unfortunately, when information is edited out of a case it
is difficult to know the extent to which students’ understanding is affected. As profes-
sors of education law we have most often found ourselves having to “fill in the blanks”
with facts left out of the version presented in the text. Typically, the facts presented in
the case are the first to be excised. The dissenting opinions are rarely printed and foot-
notes from the case are all most never seen. Fortunately, Carolina Academic Press has
been most courageous in helping to remedy this problem. This book is the first to pre-
sent nearly full, unedited cases. Therefore, it strikes a better balance between explana-
tory material and case law presentation. The resulting casebook we believe comes closer
to a law school type casebook as opposed to a college text. We think the level of under-
standing with which graduate students are capable has been underestimated by many
instructors in education. Graduate students as well as law students will be able to bene-
fit from the full case approach that has been taken here.

Lawrence E Rossow Jacqueline A. Stefkovich
Norman, Oklahoma University Park, Pennsylvania
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