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Preface

In this casebook, I introduce non-US trained lawyers and law students to the intrica-
cies and nuances of our legal system. The world is becoming a smaller place and as a
consequence of this globalization the need for lawyers who are international in perspec-
tive and competence is increasing. Whatever one’s opinion about globalization there is
no doubt that the US legal system is at the forefront of these changes.

The idea for this casebook arose after I taught the course “Introduction to the US
Legal System” at the law school of the Instituto Tecnológico Autónomo de México
(ITAM) in Mexico City during the summer of 2000. I was impressed by the knowledge
my Mexican law students had of the US legal system, and by how eager they were to
learn more about it. Because I believe that people are people regardless of their citizen-
ship I assumed that some lawyers and law students in other countries might be similarly
interested. I like to flatter myself by thinking that I’ve compressed three years of US
legal education into this one casebook. The reader will decide if I’ve succeeded.

I thank the many law students who assisted me in the preparation of this casebook,
especially April Joy Mears, Shephali Agrawal, Connie Chan, María Alejandra Negrón,
Emily Purcell, and Gening Liao. Also many thanks to Professor José Roldán Xopa, from
the ITAM law school, and David López, formerly of St. Mary’s law school in San Anto-
nio, for their friendship and support. Finally, but most importantly, my deepest love,
thanks, respect, and admiration to my wife, Janice A. Salas.

Alberto Manuel Benítez

The George Washington University Law School

July, 2005




