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Preface

In this casbook, | introduce non-UStrainedlawyers andlaw studentsto theintrica
ciesand nuan@sof our legal system. The world is becoming a smalle place and asa
consauene of this globalizationthe need for lawyerswho are intemationalin perspec-
tive and competenceis increasing Whatever one®opinion aboutglobalizationthere is
no doubt thatthe USlegal sysem is at the forefront of thesechanges.

The ideafor this casbook aroseafter | taughtthe courseOlntoduction to the US
Lecal SystemOat the law school of the Instituto Tecnol—igo Aut—nmo de MZxim
(ITAM) in Mexico City during the summer of 2000.1 wasimpressd by the knowledge
my Mexicanlaw students had of the USlegal sysem, and by how eagr they were to
learnmore about it. Becausd believe that pegple arepemle recardlessof their citizen-
shipl assumedhat somelawyersandlaw studentsin othe countriesmight be similady
interestd. | like to Ratter myself by thinking that I&e compressedhree yeass of US
legal educationinto this onecaseook. Thereader will decideif 10e succeedd.

| thank the mary law students who assistd mein the preparationof this caséook,
esecialy April Joy Mears,Shehali Agraval, Connie Chan, Mar’a Algandra Neg—n,
Emily Purcell, and GeningLiao Alsomarny thanksto ProfessordosZARold+nXopa,from
the ITAM law school,and David L—peZormerly of St. Mary®law schoolin SanAnto-
nio, for their friendshipand support. Finaly, but mostimportantly, my deepestlove,
thanks,resped, andadmirationto my wife, Janice A. Salas.

Alberto ManuelBen'tez

The George Washingbn University Law Sdool
duly, 2005
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