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Preface

Four years have passed since horrendous terrorist attacks demonstrated that a post-
Cold War America continues to face serious threats to its national security. Not surpris-
ingly, the consequences of this realization included a dramatic increase in interest in
various aspects of national security law — a legal specialty area pioneered here at the
University of Virginia School of Law more than three decades ago. Most law schools
now offer at least one course or seminar in this area, and the Association of American
Law Schools has now designated national security law as a recognized specialty. Con-
flicts in Afghanistan and Iraq have brought once esoteric provisions of the 1949 Geneva
Conventions to the front pages, while the USA PATRIOT Act has led some to fear even
for the civil liberties of Americans in the global war on terrorism. In sum, today these
issues are every bit as important as they were at the height of the Cold War.

When two of the editors of this volume co-founded the Center for National Security
Law twenty-five years ago, Virginia remained the only law school teaching national se-
curity law, and one of our first priorities was to prepare teaching materials so that oth-
ers could join us in teaching this new field. First published in 1990, with a new edition
released in 2005, National Security Law remains the most comprehensive text on the
subject, featuring contributions from both leading scholars across American (and
around the world) and key present and former practitioners.

The first edition of National Security Law Documents was published in 1995 to pro-
vide a convenient collection of primary documents for students and to serve as a free-
standing desk reference for practitioners. In addition to excerpts from key treaties,
statutes, executive orders, and other legal instruments, the volume also includes such
important non-legal documents as President George Washington’s Farewell Address and
George Kennan’s Long Telegram.

L i ke the caseboo k , Na tional Securi ty Law Do c u m en t s is com preh en s ive and interd i s c i-
p l i n a ry in its approach . It inclu des key doc u m ents con cerning U. S . forei gn po l i c y, i n s ti tu-
ti onal modes of con fli ct managem en t , n orms con cerning the initi a ti on of coerc i on ,
human ri gh t s , war cri m e s , i n tern a ti onal terrori s m , a rms con tro l , s ep a ra ti on of con s ti tu-
ti onal powers , and intell i gen ce —to name but a few of the inclu ded top i c s . The ed i tors
bel i eve that Na tional Securi ty Law Do c u m en t s repre s ents the most useful co ll ecti on of doc-
u m ents rel a ting to the field of n a ti onal sec u ri ty law ava i l a ble tod ay in a single vo lu m e .

Through the wonders of the Internet, most of the documents excerpted in this vol-
ume are now available online. Readers will find URLs included in most of the footnotes.
A list of selected key Web sites is also appended.

John Norton Moore
Guy B. Roberts

Robert F. Turner
December 3, 2005
Charlottesville, Virginia
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