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Preface

This book is part of a seiesof reseath bookspublishedby Car
olina AcademicPre s s E ah book in the seriesexplains how to con-
dudlegale seach in a particlar gate. Athoudp thisbodk isspe i k¢
to Washingbn, someof the material drawsfrom earlierbooksin the
seies.Thisismostevident in the ordering of the chagersandin the
explanationsof fedeal materials.| am sure | speakfor all of the se
rie€authors wh en | say Ohank youOto Prafe s sioSuzanneRowe for
he contribution . ProfesspoRowe is the author of one of the first
booksin the sdre s Oregon Legal Research, and a o-authoof Florida
Legal Research. Shedesevesmuch credit for developing this content
andfor providing atemplate for otherauthorsto follow.

Aswith all of the booksin Carolina@seies,the primary audiene
for Washingtm Legal Research isPis t - year lansudnts.However the
informationin the bookswould beno lessvaluablefor paralegal stu-
dents, new assagiates,and even more experienced pracitionersnew
to Washingon.

Onemajar differencebetween this book and earlierbooksin the
saiesis that this book incorporatesonline reseath into eah chap
ter. Although memtersof the legal reseath andwriting community
disagee about whenandhow to teach electronic reseath, computer
reseath is becoming the norm in both law schoolsandlaw brms. In
our program at SeattléJniversity Schoolof Law, we incorporateon-
line reseath into our teaching assoon aspossible andthe book fol-
lowsthis format.

In writing the book, | triedto make the explanationsinderstand
ale for thosenewto legal reseath. Too marny times, reseath books
and legd rese ah teah s OfogetOthat most st dents are statting
from a pant of virtualy noknoMed e d | egpl resoucesard the le@ |

XiX



XX ¥ Preface

reseah proe s s Ex parien &l attorn eys and stu dents familiar with
re s e ach fundametals may Pnd sme d the ba k& nform a ti mvery
basic;nevertheless| erred on the sice of reinforcingwhat same may
alre dy know rathe than alienaing thosewho are just beginning
ther venture irto legakeseah . For those whowould jug like to re a
sdéeated chapers, Appendix C provides a quidk referen ®to sane
commanly usedWashingn le@l reseah dbreviatiansthat may not
be explainel in the chapersyou sdect to read.In addition, for stu-
dentsor atorn e/swho may wart more cetaile informat on than his
book provides,Appendix B containsallist of recommended texts.

Julie A. Heintz
January 2005
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