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Preface

This book is part of a series of research books published by Car-
olina Ac ademic Pre s s .E ach book in the series explains how to con-
du ct legal re s e a rch in a particular state .Al t h o u gh this book is spec i Þc
to Washington, some of the material draws from earlier books in the
series.This is most evident in the ordering of the chapters and in the
explanations of federal materials. I am sure I speak for all of the se-
ri e sÕa ut h ors wh en I say Òthank yo uÓto Profe s s or Suzanne Rowe for
h er con tri buti on . Profe s s or Rowe is the aut h or of one of the firs t
books in the seri e s ,O regon Legal Re se a rch, and a co - a ut h or of F l o ri d a
Legal Research. She deserves much credit for developing this content
and for providing a template for other authors to follow.

As with all of the books in CarolinaÕs series,the primary audience
for Wa s h i n g ton Legal Re se a rch is Þrs t - year law stu den t s .However, t h e
information in the books would be no less valuable for paralegal stu-
dents,new associates,and even more experienced practitioners new
to Washington.

One major difference between this book and earlier books in the
series is that this book incorporates online research into each chap-
ter. Although members of the legal research and writing community
disagree about when and how to teach electronic research, computer
research is becoming the norm in both law schools and law Þrms.In
our program at Seattle University School of Law, we incorporate on-
line research into our teaching as soon as possible,and the book fol-
lows this format.

In writ ing the book, I tried to make the explanations understand-
able for those new to legal research. Too many times,research books
and legal re s e a rch te ach ers Òfor getÓthat most stu dents are starti n g
f rom a point of vi rtu a lly no knowl ed ge of l egal re s o u rces and the lega l
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re s e a rch proce s s .Ex peri en ced attorn eys and stu dents familiar wi t h
re s e a rch fundamentals may Þnd some of the boo kÕs inform a ti on very
basic;nevertheless,I erred on the side of reinforcing what some may
a l re ady know ra t h er than alien a ting those who are just begi n n i n g
t h eir ven tu re into legal re s e a rch . For those who would just like to re ad
s el ected ch a pters ,Appendix C provi des a qu i ck referen ce to som e
com m on ly used Wa s h i n g ton legal re s e a rch abbrevi a ti ons that may not
be explained in the chapters you select to read.In addition, for stu-
dents or attorn eys who may want more det a i l ed inform a ti on than this
book provides,Appendix B contains a list of recommended texts.

Julie A. Heintz
January 2005
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