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Preface

To the student:
Please keep the following in mind when working with these mate-

rials.
1. This book is not intended as a detailed discussion of the law

a pp l i c a ble to the fire servi ce (law yers call su ch books “h orn-
boo k s” ) ; ra t h er it is an ori en t a ti on and su rvey of g u i depo s t s
for referen ce and furt h er stu dy. It consists of an overvi ew of
North Carolina and federal law.

2 . E ach state has its own laws and reg u l a ti ons governing its fire
s ervi ce - rel a ted activi ti e s . This means that wh en you cross a state
l i n e , the rules wi ll ch a n ge . The law discussed herei n , for the
most part , is that wh i ch is app l i c a ble on ly in North Ca ro l i n a .

3. Legi s l a tive activi ties and co u rt ru l i n gs have a con ti nuous in-
flu en ce on law. Con s equ en t ly, the law is su bj ect to frequ en t ,
and of ten unannounced , ch a n ge s . As a re su l t , a stu dent of l aw
must not assume that what the law is tod ay wi ll remain the law
forever. A serious stu dent of a body of l aw must mon i tor it
con s t a n t ly and iden tify the ch a n ges in order to use it ef fec-
tively, or, at the very least, the stu dent must ch eck for ch a n ge s
before making an important dec i s i on based upon what the law
or rule “used to be.”

4. This text is inten ded to provi de ef fective re s e a rch tech n i qu e s
for both the first-time student and the supervisor.
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