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Series Editor’s Foreword

The Carolina Academic Press Mastering Series is designed to provide you
with a tool that will enable you to easily and efficiently “master” the substance
and content of law school courses. Throughout the series, the focus is on qual-
ity writing that makes legal concepts understandable. As a result, the series is
designed to be easy to read and is not unduly cluttered with footnotes or cites
to secondary sources.

In order to facilitate student mastery of topics, the Mastering Series includes
a number of pedagogical features designed to improve learning and retention.
At the beginning of each chapter, you will find a “Roadmap” that tells you
about the chapter and provides you with a sense of the material that you will
cover. A “Checkpoint” at the end of each chapter encourages you to stop and
review the key concepts, reiterating what you have learned. Throughout the
book, key terms are explained and emphasized. Finally, a “Master Checklist”
at the end of each book reinforces what you have learned and helps you iden-
tify any areas that need review or further study.

We hope that you will enjoying studying with, and learning from, the Mas-
tering Series.

Russell L. Weaver

Professor of Law & Distinguished University Scholar
University of Louisville, Louis D. Brandeis School of Law
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Preface

This book is intended to be a companion work to a basic course in evi-
dence. Students will ordinarily be assigned a case book or problem book and
a copy of the Federal Rules of Evidence as required texts for a course. This
work should provide a nice supplemental reading to help the student under-
stand those other class materials.

Since it is assumed that most students will have a copy of the Federal Rules
of Evidence, this book encourages those students to keep that copy of the Fed-
eral Rules close at hand while studying. Nothing can surpass the importance of
a close reading and re-reading of those Federal Rules. When a student is read-
ing and studying this work, a copy of the Federal Rules of Evidence should be
open. This book will cite and discuss the Federal Rules of Evidence. It will not
attempt, however, to give the full text of the rules. The student needs to review
the full text when reading each section. This work will, however, cite to the cor-
rect rule in order to make it easy for the student to find the appropriate rule.

With all of the mention of the Federal Rules of Evidence, a student may
wonder about state rules of evidence. This book will comment on the state
rules of evidence when appropriate. It will, however, primarily be a book
about the Federal Rules of Evidence. Since there are 50 state jurisdictions ap-
plying state rules of evidence, making general states about those principles is
difficult. In addition, most faculty members teach evidence as a Federal Rules
of Evidence course. Finally, the Federal Rules of Evidence are the primary
source for bar examinations questions nationwide. For all of those reasons,
this work will be concerned with the Federal Rules of Evidence. State rules of
evidence will be noted, however, where they offer interesting alternative meth-
ods of dealing with problems.

Ronald W. Eades

Professor of Law

Louis D. Brandeis School of Law
University of Louisville
Louisville, Kentucky
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