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Series Note

The Legal Research Series published by Carolina Academic Press
includes an increasing number of titles from states around the coun-
try. The goal of each book is to provide law students, practitioners,
paralegals, college students, laypeople, and librarians with the essen-
tial elements of legal research in each state. Unlike more bibliographic
texts, the Legal Research Series books seek to explain concisely both
the sources of state law research and the process for conducting legal
research effectively.

xxi






Preface and Acknowledgments

This book fills a niche in the literature available for California state
law research by explaining not just the sources of law but the process
of conducting research using those sources. The book should be valu-
able to a wide range of audiences—from first-year students to sea-
soned veterans.

Writing the book was a collaborative effort, with each author con-
tributing to each chapter. The chapters on cases and secondary
sources we wrote in tandem. Hether Macfarlane took primary re-
sponsibility for chapters on constitutions, statutes, administrative law,
and legislative history. Suzanne Rowe drafted chapters on research
techniques, updating, research strategies, and citation. Portions of
this book reflect her work on other titles in the Legal Research Series.

We have been fortunate to have the support of many people as we
wrote this book. For substantive review of the text, we are grateful
to Dragomir Cosanici (California citation), Dan Galpern (legislative
history), and Harvey Rogers. For research, editing, and administra-
tive assistance, we appreciate the work of Kelly Fahl, Jeff Hinman,
Chad Marriott, Jason Poss, Greena Ng, Harvey Rogers, Ben Albers,
and Donna Williamson.

We recognize West and LexisNexis for permission to reproduce
portions of their books and online products. Please note that further
reproduction is prohibited.

Hether C. Macfarlane
Suzanne E. Rowe

xxiii



