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Series Note

The Legal Research Series published by Carolina Academic Press
includes an increasing number of titles from states around the coun-
try. The goal of each book is to provide law students, practitioners,
paralegals, college students, laypeople, and librarians with the essen-
tial elements of legal research in each state. Unlike more bibliographic
texts, the Legal Research Series books seek to explain concisely both
the sources of state law research and the process for conducting legal
research effectively.

xxi

00 custer final  8/1/08  1:16 PM  Page xxi



00 custer final  8/1/08  1:16 PM  Page xxii



Foreword

Steve Leben
Judge, Kansas Court of Appeals

When students near the end of their education, they often turn
their attention to the interests of employers. My advice to them about
what employers look for from lawyers is often quite simple. Employ-
ers want people who can figure out quickly what key questions will
actually determine the outcome, who can find the key cases and con-
cepts that will shape the answers, and who can write an effective sum-
mary and analysis of that information. Good legal research skills are
at the heart of it all.

So I was delighted when Joe Custer and Chris Steadham told me
that they were writing this book. Getting students started doing re-
search the right way is critical.

I was even more pleased when I saw the book. It takes the process
of legal research in Kansas law and gives it structure. Readers will
know how to plan a successful research project, and they will know
how to make sure that nothing of significance has been overlooked.
This will be of great benefit to students and practitioners alike.

The book does more, though, than tell you how to plan your re-
search project. It also takes you through Kansas-specific resources.
Every state has its quirks, and Kansas is no different. Custer and
Steadham provide the background you need to research the Kansas
Constitution, Kansas statutes, and Kansas caselaw. And they are very
thorough.

I had two acid tests in mind when I looked at this book. First, I
looked to see whether the authors gave an appropriate nod to the
most important — and most frequently overlooked — rule in statu-

xxiii
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tory interpretation: start by reading the whole statute carefully. Given
the vast reach of statutes in modern America, statutory research skills
are critical. And Custer and Steadham got it right, noting that the
“most important step” is the most basic one: “Read the statute very
carefully.” As they noted, “[F]ew statutes are so clear that they can be
understood on one reading.” Researchers often try to avoid the hard
work of parsing the words in a statute by looking for guidance from
caselaw. Sometimes they find a case on point but overlook a later
statutory amendment that makes the case irrelevant. Those who fol-
low the steps set out in this book will not make that mistake.

Second, I looked to see whether the authors acknowledged the vast
resource on Kansas law available in the unpublished opinions of the
Kansas state and federal courts. Once again, they got it right. Re-
searchers who know to check for those unpublished opinions have a
big advantage over those who aren’t aware of them. My own court
decides more than 1,300 cases each year, but publishes only 10% to
15% of them. Every week, I find helpful research in the unpublished
opinions of my court, the Kansas Supreme Court, and the Kansas
federal courts.

This book, then, will surely get the newcomer to legal research ori-
ented to the task of Kansas legal research. But it will also be of great
help to the practitioner. It includes Kansas-specific background ma-
terial and research techniques that will help anyone who has ever
struggled with a research project; it will also help provide a refresher
course of up-to-date techniques to those whose research skills were
honed — well, let’s just say more than a few years ago. Kansas lawyers
should take the time to review it, and most would be wise to keep a
copy nearby.

The Kansas legal community has gained from the publication of
this book.

xxiv Foreword
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Preface and Acknowledgments
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