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Introduction

Succeeding in law school is no easy task. Classes are taught using the So-
cratic method, which means that students must prepare extensively every day
because they may be called on to take part in a question and answer dialogue
with their professors. In addition, the reading required for a single day rivals
what most students are accustomed to completing for a week’s worth of
classes. Most importantly, law school examinations and papers emphasize an-
alytical thinking, and most students are not used to explaining their thought
process in this fashion. So how does one succeed in law school?

To perform well, students must actively engage the challenges presented by
law school. Using a simple example, this means more than reading the as-
signed cases and knowing how they were resolved. Instead, you must read the
assigned cases, carefully review the court’s reasoning to assess why they were
resolved in a particular fashion, and then project that result out into the fu-
ture to determine whether similar cases will be resolved in the same way. In
essence, you are learning to predict the future.

Law school professors reward your ability to think independently, critically,
and actively. While memorization is certainly a part of performing well on law
school examinations, thorough legal analysis is the difference between simply
passing your courses and ending up on the Dean’s List. Your professors want
you to take the basic rules that you have learned, and actively apply them to
factual situations you have never seen before. While the factual scenarios, or
fact patterns as they are often called, will have some similarities to the cases
you have read, there will also be important differences.

As you might imagine, all of this requires a great deal of hard work. Un-
fortunately, you can work hard in law school and not succeed unless you re-
ceive some guidance, which is why I have written the second edition of Suc-
ceeding in Law School. Through this book, you will learn how to best approach
your classes on a daily basis. I will walk you through reading your first case,
and we will dissect it together in a way that best prepares you for class. This
means anticipating how your professor will use the ideas contained in the

xv
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xvi INTRODUCTION

reading to promote further discussion. You will learn about the best ways to
take notes in class, as well as some of the common traps that students can fall
into. Then, I will show you how to use the knowledge gained through the
reading and classroom dialogue as the jumping off point for developing a
thorough and nuanced understanding of any legal idea.

This edition of the book has several new chapters that are geared toward
success both in law school and in the job market. A new chapter on legal
analysis addresses one of the most common problems professors see on law
school exams—the absence of the counterargument. As for the job market,
new material on interviewing techniques, creating a writing sample, and writ-
ing a résumé are designed to help students market themselves to prospective
employers.

Despite the changes, Succeeding in Law School is still intended to give stu-
dents the feedback they crave while allowing professors to assess student
progress throughout the semester. Whether students are seeking advice in the
summer months or looking for help once the school year has begun, this book
will help them make the most of their abilities.
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