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Foreword

During my 40 years in Congress, I was blessed with the opportunity to take part in
the formation of numerous important legislative enactments affecting everything from
antitrust to civil rights. One of the lesser known, but, nevertheless, significant areas of
personal and professional interest to me was the reform of United States immigration
policies. I am proud of my contributions to the creation of more equitable immigration
laws, particularly the abolition of the National Origin Quota system in 1965, the enact-
ment of the 1980 Refugee Act, and culminating with the sponsorship and authorship of
the Simpson-Rodino bill, the Immigration Reform and Control Act of 1986.

As the son of an Italian immigra n t , I remain sen s i tive to the plight of the modern day
u n doc u m en ted workers who abound in my home city of New a rk , New Jers ey as well as
in many other parts of the co u n try. The discri m i n a ti on and inequ i t a ble tre a tm ent su f-
fered by modern immigrants con ti nu e , u n fortu n a tely, to play a part in the social re a l i ty
in wh i ch they must functi on . It is this con cern that com pell ed me to initi a te some of t h e
m odern reform s . The modern immigra ti on laws were en acted with the hope that the
Un i ted States could rec a ptu re the noble spirit of ben eficen ce wh erein we might em brace ,
su pport , and pro tect those forei gn nei gh bors looking to this co u n try for a new life .

The laws can be effectively applied, however, only if those charged wlth the task of
upholding them are sufficiently enlightened. The best guarantee of equitable applica-
tion and interpretation is education. This book will aid that goal immensely. It promises
to be an invaluable teaching tool.

As a professor of law presently holding the Rodino Chair at Seton Hall University
School of Law, I have begun to view materials from a teaching perspective. Boswell and
Carrasco’s book is the only text of which I am aware that is both instructively excellent
and ideally suited to the actual practice of immigration law.

The authors have captured the spirit o f the immigration laws as they have developed
over time, from the early years of this country through the various political movements
and events that have shaped the present day law. The book offers comprehensive treat-
ment of all aspects of immigration law, making it all excellent resource for the immigra-
tion practitioner as well as an invaluable educational tool. In addition, the inclusion of
relevant statutes and cases at the end of each chapter enhances the book’s practical value
to both practitioner and student.

The authors bring to the text their own personal commitment and professional ex-
pertise in the area of immigration law. The book communicates the longstanding am-
bivalence of the U.S. government toward immigration as well as the underlying na-
tivism and xenophobia that have prompted various legislative actions in the area of
immigration law.

I am delighted that the authors have combined their collective expertise, experience,
and wisdom to create a text that promises to inspire as well as instruct. As one who has
been deeply involved in the modern reform of our immigration policies, I can state
with confidence that this book does those laws justice.

Peter W Rodino Jr.
Distinguished Professor of Law

Seton Hall University School of Law
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