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INTRODUCTION
Since the original publication of this book in 1979, the authors have experienced two
matters of interest. The first has been the very positive reception of people throughout the
country to this text. Individual purchasers and professors who have adopted the book for
their courses have invariably remarked very favorably about the book’s scope, its
treatment of issues important to them, and its readability. Based on these reactions, the
authors feel that the original intent in writing such a book has been achieved.

The second matter of interest is the authors’ realization that law constantly changes. That
in itself is not a revelation; however this realization becomes acutely obvious when one
attempts to keep abreast of court decisions that affect in some way what has already been
written. The authors decided that five years is long enough before revising the book.

In considering the various options for bringing the book up–to–date, the authors chose
not to undertake what would probably have been the easiest route. Instead, we decided to
revise the contents more comprehensively and, accordingly, have added new court
opinions to each of the succeeding editions. These opinions represented a variety of
topics that have variously modified previous law, supplemented what courts formerly
held, and treated new issues.

In this eighth edition, the authors have attempted to bring the material up–to–date with
the current state of law as it affects public education. As in the seven previous editions,
the strategy has been to identify issues that affect the daily operation of schools. These
issues affect boards of education, administrators, teachers, and students. It is hoped that
the treatment of these matters will help readers to understand their various roles in the
education system and perform those roles consistently with law and sound educational
practice.

The preparation of revised editions is no small task. For two authors who have worn the
dual hats of professor and college administrator, the task can be very challenging,
particularly with respect to time, or lack of it. The assistance, as well as encouragement,
of others has helped us reach our objective.

Professors Vacca and Bosher wish to thank Mrs. Sue Goins, for her expert assistance
with this edition. Her pleasant personality and efficient and effective skills helped bring
each project to conclusion.

Professor Vacca gives special thanks to his wife Nancy Turner Vacca; their three
children, Richard, Lynn, and John; and ten grandchildren; for their love, encouragement,
and support.

Professor Bosher gives special thanks to his wife, Jo Anne, for her support and spirit; his
children, Cleve, Matthew, and Joy, for what they have become; and to his teacher and
friend, Dick Vacca, for his tireless efforts to strengthen the character and skills of his
students.

R. S. V.
W.C.B., Jr.
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