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Series Note

The Legal Research Series published by Carolina Academic Press includes 
titles from states around the country as well as a separate text on federal legal 
research. The goal of each book is to provide law students, practitioners, 
paralegals, college students, laypeople, and librarians with the essential ele-
ments of legal research in each jurisdiction. Unlike more bibliographic texts, 
the Legal Research Series books seek to explain concisely both the sources of 
state law research and the process for conducting legal research effectively.
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Preface and Acknowledgments

Access to the law has never been easier. Ask a question, get an answer—
okay, get hundreds or thousands of answers. How will you know which is the 
right answer? Does it represent the law in your own state? Does it represent 
federal law? Are there things governed solely by state law? Solely by federal 
law? Is it from an official or even trustworthy source? Does the quick answer 
give you everything you need to know? Does the quick answer help you find 
even more (or better) authority on the point of law you’re researching? Access 
isn’t everything.

Even as it has become easier for today’s legal researchers to access sources 
of the law online, that abundance can be overwhelming, whether the re-
searcher is a first-year law student or an attorney with several years’ experi-
ence. Therefore, deciding how and where to start, refine, and filter results for 
any legal research project is more important than ever.

In preparing this second edition of Arkansas Legal Research, we discov-
ered how quickly the tools of legal research are evolving. This edition has 
undergone significant updating to cover current sources of and methods for 
finding and evaluating Arkansas law. It is intended to be useful for legal re-
searchers of various levels of experience and training, whether they use mate-
rials in print, online, or in combination.

The opening chapter walks users through the legal research process. The 
second chapter introduces readers to the eclectic mix of secondary materials 
that provide users with the concepts, vocabulary, and overview needed when 
researching unfamiliar areas of the law. Each of the remaining chapters fo-
cuses on particular sources of law, beginning with the ultimate source of 
state law, the Arkansas Constitution, and continuing through cases, statutes, 
legislation, administrative rules, and rules of court. This edition includes a 
new chapter on updating sources and using online citators, plus two new ap-
pendices. Appendix A briefly explains and illustrates citations to the most 
common sources of law, both in practitioner format (including those used in 
local practice) and academic format. Appendix B contains a wealth of refer-
ences to current online and print resources of particular interest to Arkansas 
legal researchers. 
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Little Rock, William H. Bowen School of Law, including Director Jessie Burch-
field, and Professors Kathryn Fitzhugh, Melissa Serfass, and Jeff Woodma-
nsee. We would also like to thank Susan P. Williams, Reporter of Decisions for 
the Arkansas Supreme Court, for patiently answering questions for us.

Christina Jack from Fastcase, Hannah Barnhart from Lexis, and Peter 
Lippmann from Westlaw graciously verified the accuracy of information 
about their products. Thanks go to John Wesley Hall for his practical advice, 
and to Pulaski Technical college paralegal students Sally Porter and Sarah 
Keech for reviewing the chapter on case law.

Coleen M. Barger
Cheryl L. Reinhart
Cathy L. Underwood
March 2016

barger.indb   16 7/11/16   10:57 AM


