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Preface

This book is a teaching resource designed for law teachers young and old, veteran and new, adventurous and
risk averse. Included is an amalgam of information, stories, and ideas about teaching the core courses of the law
school curriculum. The goal of this book is to provoke, augment, offer, or initiate a richer and more informative
te aching and learning ex peri en ce . E ach ch a pter inclu des approaches to the co u rs e , m a terials used , exerc i s e s , bri ef
gems, evaluation, and feedback.

The con tents incorpora te con tri buti ons from 170 law te ach ers in the Un i ted States and Ca n ada who of fer pre -
tested, successful, pragmatic ideas. We hope that the ideas appeal to many law teachers and are presented clearly
and con c i s ely so that they can be qu i ck ly and easily implem en ted . As we stated in our Pref ace to our earl i er work ,
Techniques for Teaching Law, “we believe that better teaching and learning can have a ripple effect —more effec-
tive legal edu c a ti on wi ll motiva te our stu dents to become bet ter learn ers and, even tu a lly, to bet ter serve thei r
clients.”

We want to thank the many people who co ll a bora ted to com p l ete this boo k . We owe a debt to Profe s s or
Stephen Sepinuck of Gonzaga University School of Law who offered his vision and organization to the develop-
ment and planning stage of this project. We deeply appreciate the legal educators who contributed their ideas to
Teaching the Law School Curriculum. Finally, this project could not have become a book without Paula Prather,
Program Coordinator of the Institute for Law School Teaching, who helped develop the basic concept, identified
i deas abo ut law te aching and learn i n g, worked with the con tri butors in the ed i ting proce s s , and perform ed a
monumental organizational and word processing feat.

Steve Friedland
Gerry Hess
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